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Under what circumstances should children be allowed to testify in criminal cases?
	In courtroom, witnesses have a great impact on the decisions made regarding justice and the right person that deserves it by the court. Witnesses come in different ages within the society. Some are middle aged, teenagers, elders in the society, and children as well. The information given by witnesses come in various formats. For instance, there are written documents, word testimonies that are usually recorded, and eye witnesses. Among everyone that can testify in a courtroom, children are considered the most truthful since their information is not biased (Crenshaw et al., 2019). This perception is contrary to the adult witness whose information can be fake or biased at times, depending on their relationship with the accused. 
	Children are able to witness an event or an action that might require the actual narration of the whole incident. In this case, the child is required to report to the authorities in charge, and if needed, testify in the courtroom. In addition to that, when the victim in question is a child, his or her presence in the courtroom is inevitable. In this case, the child is the victim and so is the key or prime witness to the incident. It is only the child that provide a well and clear narration of the incidents as they happened. They are the one who can easily identify or describe the suspect.  The forensic psychology claims that the act of children eye witness reports crucial information when it comes to cases such as domestic violence, kidnap, murder, and sexual assault (Crenshaw et al., 2019). Even though children provide partial reports at times, but they give exact experience regardless of the how extreme an incident may be. Thus, they are usually more suggestive than most adults. Hence, the psychological research as indicated in the forensic psychology shows that testimonies that are given by children provide positive and accurate information used during justice trials. 
Determinant of Child Witness
	Since the accounts of witnesses are determined by social, individual, and intellectual factors. It is therefore vital that the correct procedures are used during cross examination and interviews (Pantell & Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health, 2017). This use of the right procedures helps attaining a comprehensive flow of incidents. This helps in reducing inaccuracy that results from the child feeling scared. In more extreme cases such as sexual assault, a child should be provided with legal protection. Nevertheless, children should be associated with cases which are negative rather than the traumatic ones. Studies show that principal events are easily remembered compared to the stressful ones.
	Most theoretical events that are associated with memory and trauma concerning the negative experiences that are dependent on children’s coping mechanisms. In cases where a child is a victim, they will be required to testify by themselves as they are the primary key witnesses. 
Effects of Child Witness
	During this period the post events may lead to depression or severe trauma to the child as the child might feel embarrassed to share the incident in the courtroom. But with a good parent-child rapport, there is a creation of a reactive and detailed information from the child (Pantell, & Committee on Psychosocial Aspects of Child and Family Health, 2017). Though a child witness in courtrooms can be helpful at times due to the innocent nature of children, it can be very stressful, and with so much pressure in cases where the child is the victim; thus, reducing the probability of honesty and openness. This reason results from them being emotionally traumatized.
	Putting children as key witnesses in courtrooms during trials has benefits and consequences. They may experience psychological stress especially when the judicial system is not keen and sensitive on the possible cases victimization that the child might face during the case trial. The team on the opposition can blame and intimidate the child, thus scaring him. Even though the judicial systems have tried to moderate and modify the courtrooms to be less intimidating to children, unlawful procedures underwent by children usually have the longest lasting effects that at times hinder the normal growth rate and development of children (Zajac et al., 2018). For instance, there has been a recent experimentation whereby kids from the ages of eight to ten are asked questions in courtrooms to test they ability to answer questions comfortably in the court environment. It turned out that there was still the sense of fear in children while answering some questions. When this was compared to the scenario of being asked questions in classrooms, it turned out that they were more comfortable answering the questions in classrooms rather than in courtrooms (Zajac et al., 2018). It was concluded that this could probably be as a result of their perception towards the court environment which is usually a place where criminals go to get judgements on their criminal offenses. 
Laws that Protect Children in Courtrooms
	There are several laws that offer child protection while in the courtroom. There is a recent case of the justice systems being neglectful of children’s protection while in courts. When children are being summoned for questioning, they are not usually very happy and at times they are very stressed out. For example, in a case where the child is sexually harassed or raped, the child should not be left alone to deal with the hearing process on her own. He or she should be assigned an adult who will always accompany her and stay by her side all through the hearing process (Henderson & Andrews, 2018). This support ensures emotional support and mental stability to the child. According to the Director of the National Institute of Justice in the US, James K. Stewart, it is very important to stop a hearing for the sake of a child’s welfare. To Mr. Stewart, the mental and physical wellbeing of the child is the key priority, regardless of whether the child is the victim or not. If justice must prevail, so is the mental health of the child in question. 
	Child protection ensures that the child performs at their very best in the courtroom by making good and accurate testimonies. If possible, the parents or the guardians of the child should be present in the court throughout the court proceedings to offer comfort to the child (Henderson & Andrews, 2018). For instance, in case scenarios where the evidence provided is being revised, if the parent or guardian is not there to offer emotional support, then the probability of the child becoming emotional or even crying is very high; thus, they may feel uncomfortable being in the court environment.  
	Additionally, a child’s support during a court hearing assists in giving strength that positively impacts on the maintenance of memory traces. For example, kids who are showered with parental support after the sexual assault and during the court hearing, they easily open up to their guardians thus giving them the accurate information on the event as compared to the one who are never given the parental support (Denne et al., 2020). Forensics have it that psychologically, children’s vulnerability is dependent on the flash memory points that occurs during children’s competence in giving their testimonies. 
	Also, the level of the child’s memory regarding the entire event is greatly impacted by the external forces like social and contextual factors (Denne et al., 2020). If the child is not given the support that she needs, then these factors can hinder the accuracy, effectiveness, and the reliability of the information given by the child. This scenario leads to an inappropriate data analysis during the entire court hearing and investigation process, that causes difficulties in the retrieval of the original information; as a result of the exact memory variations and the public social opinion and perception towards the entire incident (Denne et al., 2020). In such a case, the cross examiners should also consider asking friendly questions that allows the kid ample time to juggle through her memories. 
	In conclusion, the general perception towards courtrooms is the feeling of scare, intimidation, and nervousness that makes one feel uneasy in courts, regardless of whether an individual is an adult or a child. It is therefore very important to ensure that individuals are very relaxed and very calm when entering the courtrooms (Umeobika, 2018). If it happens that a kid must in during the court proceedings, it is very necessary that the environment is made more child-friendly. But if the environment is not friendly to the children, then they may feel scared and frightened since most likely they are the only young people being surrounded and sked questions by adults. A more relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere in the courtroom ensures the children’s mental stability during and after the court hearings.
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